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New York Times Best-Selling author Sharyn McCrumb was presented with the Wilma Dykeman Award for Regional Historical Literature by the East Tennessee Historical Society located in Knoxville, TN.   This award is given annually to an author whose writing reflects the excellence, heritage, culture and diversity of Appalachia.  The winner also must demonstrate a dedicated commitment to the best interests of the land and the people of the Southern mountains through their writing.  

Ms. McCrumb was the featured speaker at the Historical Society’s 4th Annual  “History for the Holidays: Meet the Authors Day” held on Sunday, November 2, 2003. This event included a presentation featuring her most recent novel, Ghost Riders (Dutton, July 2003). This novel chronicles the Civil War in the Southern mountains, an extraordinary tale of the war that was fought farm-to-farm, neighbor to neighbor in the part of the South that never wanted to leave the union

 A resident of the Roanoke Valley, Ms. McCrumb’s other titles from the “Ballad Novels” series include: If Ever I Return, Pretty Peggy-O, The Hangman’s Beautiful Daughter, The Songcatcher, all New York Times Notable Books  and the New York Times Best Sellers, She Walks These Hills, The Rosewood Casket, and The Ballad of Frankie Silver.

In Ghost Riders, the Civil War comes back to life in the form of 1860s fierce mountain woman Malinda Blalock, her husband Keith, historical political figure Zebulon Baird Vance, and the modern-day mountain folk and SUV driving Civil War re-enactors encamped on the hills.

When Keith Blalock joins the Confederate army with plans to collect his cash bounty and leave once the time is right, unbeknownst to him, his wife Malinda dresses as a boy and enlists as “Sam,” his younger brother.  Discharged soon afterwards, it isn’t long before the Confederacy wants Keith to take up arms again, and he does, only this time it’s to help the Union.  With not many people left to trust in a war that’s pitted brother against brother, the couple head for the high ground to avoid the county militia and soon become hard-riding, deadly outlaws who avenge the deaths of their kin and neighbors at the hands of the Confederates.

McCrumb, with her usual grace, elegantly weaves the past with the present as restless Civil War ghosts start appearing at the mock encampments of area war re-enactors.  It is here that Rattler and Nora Bonesteel, two locals with the gift of “sight,” must somehow calm the Civil War ghosts still wandering the mountains and prevent a clash between the living and the dead.

Ghost Riders captures the horrors of a war that tore families apart, turned neighbors into enemies, and left the survivors bitter long after the fighting was officially over.  It is a fascinating narrative rich in historical detail that once again highlights Sharyn McCrumb’s gift for storytelling and love of the South.
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The Wilma Dykeman Award is given each year to an
author whose writing reflects the excellence, heritage,
culture, and diversity of Appalachia: and who, as an
ambassador for the region, has demonstrated a dedicated.
commitment to the best interests of the land and the people
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